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DURACOLOR. THE  MOLECULAR CODE 

FOR STA IN  RES ISTANCE.

®



BEAUT Y THAT ENDURES

P E R M A N E N T

P A T E N T E D

P R O V E N

S U S T A I N A B L E

I N F I N I T E  C O L O R

F L E X I B I L I T Y



The universe is governed by fundamental 

properties, like gravity, that do not change. 

These properties determine the characteristics 

of everything in the physical world. The expression, 

“diamonds are forever,” recognizes that enduring strength 

and beauty are built into the molecular structure of these 

precious stones – intrinsic qualities that cannot be removed. 

Like diamonds, Duracolor® is permanent stain resistance, 

coded deep into the fiber of every Lees carpet. Based on 

the fundamental properties of the universe, it can’t wash 

off or wear away. Duracolor is warranted to last forever. 

only at the molecular level can 

stain resistance be permanent.



P E R M A N E N T

Red dye #40, a powerful
and commonly found
staining agent.

C - Lees Duracolor® with
inherent permanent stain
resistant properties.

After the stain has set for
25 minutes, the samples
are cleaned with water.

Topical treatments 
provide stain resistance
when new - before
traffic or cleaning.

A - Type 6 solution-dyed
nylon with topical stain
resistant treatment.

B - Type 6,6 yarn-dyed
nylon with topical stain
resistant treatment.

The U.S. Government sets a high standard for stain resistant carpets. 
To qualify, a carpet must score at least 8.0 on the 10-point American
Association of Textile Colorists and Chemists Red 40 Stain Scale, using
AATCC Test Method 175. This score must be reached after the carpet has
been subjected to 100 revolutions of the Taber abrader, to simulate the
effect of foot traffic. No topical stain resistance treatment meets this
demanding standard. DDuurraaccoolloorr  ddooeess.

A B C



C - Lees Duracolor® with
simulated foot traffic.

Next, the carpet
samples are abraded to
simulate foot traffic.  

A - Type 6 solution-dyed
nylon with topical 
treatment and simulated
foot traffic.

B - Type 6,6 yarn-dyed
nylon with topical 
treatment and simulated
foot traffic.

After the stain has set for
25 minutes, the samples
are cleaned with water.

Only Duracolor® provides
stain resistance regardless
of traffic levels.

After approximately
2     years, topical
treatments wash

and wear off.

Stain Resistance Failure Point

Duracolor   Antron®

Legacy
Type 6,6

Solution
Dyed

 Type 6 

Antron® 

Legacy
Type 6,6 

with Topical

Solution
Dyed

 Type 6
with Topical

  Based on an annual average of foot traffic and normal cleanings in a facility.
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OR WEAR AWAY.

(EVER)
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DURACOLOR® RESISTS 99%

OF ALL COMMON STAINS.

BETADINEANTACIDS BEER BLOOD BORIC
ACID

CATSUP CHOCOLATE CLAY COFFEE COLAS COUGH
SYRUP

CRANBERRY
JUICE

EGGS FOOD
COLORING

FRUIT
DRINKS

COCKTAILSBEVERAGES



Negatively charged, acid based substances cause 99% of all common
workplace stains. Duracolor is permanently effective against all
acid based stains. So effective that 96% of all common stains can
be removed with just water (the other 4% can be cleaned with water
and a mild detergent). Duracolor reduces your need for chemical
cleaners, reduces the time and labor required for maintenance and
extends the life of your carpet. For applications that require even
more protection, Lees offers Duracolor MD® featuring Bioguard®

antimicrobial protection and added bleach    resistance. Add it all
up and you get a carpet that lasts longer and costs less. That’s a
positive result for 100% of all facilities.

IODINE LIPSTICKGRAPE
JUICE

INFANT
FORMULA

IV 
SOLUTION

JELLY LEMONADE MILK MILK
SHAKES

SODA TEA TOMATO
JUICE

VOMIT WATER-
COLORS

WINERUSTICE
CREAM

ORANGE
JUICE



There is no other stain resistance system 

like Duracolor. Only Duracolor gives you

permanent stain resistance, unsurpassed

soil resistance, and an unlimited choice of

colors. One of the dozens of patented

technologies and processes developed by the 

innovative thinkers at Lees’ research laboratory,

Duracolor is protected by U.S. patent number

5,085,667. And it is only available from Lees Carpets.  

P A T E N T E D



Ever since Lees introduced Duracolor in 1991, it has proven

effective in every imaginable commercial carpet application. The

Duracolor promise of permanent stain resistance has been

fulfilled in more than 300 million yards of actual installations,

including the most demanding healthcare, retail, corporate, school

and airport environments. No other stain resistance

technology can match Duracolor’s proven track

record of success.

P R O V E N



With Duracolor, 96% of all stains can be removed

with just water. This reduces facilities’ dependence 

on chemicals, improves indoor air quality and reduces

chemical deposits in the waste stream. Most important,

Duracolor extends the useful life of your carpet.

According to leading environmental experts, extended

product life is one of the most important sustainable

attributes a product can possess. All Duracolor

products are manufactured in our ISO14001 certified

plant. This is just part of Lees’ ongoing and expanding

commitment to creating a more sustainable world.

S U S T A I N A B L E
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Lees carpet
with Duracolor®

Traditional
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With Duracolor, 96% of common spills can be cleaned with 
just water. The other 4% can be cleaned with water

and a mild detergent.

ONE WORLD, 

ONE STAIN RESISTANT SYSTEM.



Originally, nylon carpet was manufactured
with round fibers that magnified soil, making
the carpet appear dirtier than it actually was.
A new trilobal fiber shape was developed to
solve this problem. But while the new shape
made dirt harder to see, the fibers had
cavities that trapped dirt, making the carpet
harder to clean. Then, the most advanced
generation of nylon was developed – Antron®

Legacy Type 6,6. This breakthrough provided
a way to hide the soil and make it easy to
remove. The unique hollow filament design
scatters light to hide dirt and the smooth,
flat sides allow carpet to release soil easily.

Round Fiber

Trilobal Fiber

Antron® Legacy Type 6,6

U N S U R P A S S E D  
S O I L  R E S I S T A N C E



Stains occur when a negatively charged substance (like coffee
and almost everything else that falls on the carpet) meets a
positively charged surface (like most of our competitors’ carpet
fiber). Opposites attract, creating a permanent stain. Using a
patented process, Duracolor dyes negatively charged fiber with
negatively charged dyes, hard-coding stain resistance into every
carpet fiber. Unlike topical coatings, Duracolor cannot wash
off or wear away. So, when those staining substances fall on

Duracolor carpet, there is no attraction, but instead a
repelling force. There is no stain. Ever.
Duracolor is guaranteed to resist stains
until the fundamental properties of
the universe change.
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DURACOLOR®

Negatively 
Charged
Fiber

TOPICAL

Positively 
Charged
Fiber

H O W  I T  W O R K S
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CHOOSE FROM

AN UNLIMITED

PALETTE OF

COLOR

OPTIONS.
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Duracolor

Duracolor MD
with bleach protection
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Long Space Dyes,

Short Space Dyes,

Tonal Space Dyes, 

Elumicolor® High Lustre
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Solution
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Solution

Dyed

Duracolor

Duracolor MD
with bleach protection



Alternative stain resistance systems make you give up 
thousands of color choices and effects. Or, to get the
colors you want, they make you settle for topical stain
resistance coatings that wear away, leaving you with 
permanent stains. With Duracolor, there’s nothing to give
up. You get an infinite color palette plus all the aesthetic
effects of short space dyeing and long space dyeing. If
you can imagine it, Lees can create it. And Duracolor will 
protect it forever.

I N F I N I T E  C O L O R  F L E X I B I L I T Y



E n g i n e e r e d  t o  I n s p i r e .

US Headquarters Toll-Free: 800 523-5647

500 TownPark Lane, Suite 400 

Kennesaw, GA 30144

European Headquarters: 44 1480-471471, Toll Free: 44 0800-515673

Unit 2, 17e Little End Road, Eaton Socon, ST NEOTS

Cambridgeshire, PE19 8JH, United Kingdom

Asia Business Office : 852 2258-6376

2104 Admiralty Business Centre Tower 1

18 Queensway, Hong Kong

www.leescarpets.com  
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G U A R A N T E E D

DURACOLOR CARPETS BY LEES ARE GUARANTEED TO PROVIDE LIFETIME STAIN RESISTANCE TO ACID TYPE

SPILLS REGARDLESS OF NUMBER OF YEARS IN SERVICE, TRAFFIC LEVELS OR NUMBER OF CLEANINGS. 

DURACOLOR IS A PERMANENT FEATURE OF LEES CARPETS.

Permanent Stain Protection 
Against Acid Type Spills
AATCC Test Method 175

Colorfastness: Wet and Dry
AATCC Test Method 8

Wetfastness
AATCC Test Method 107

Static Protection
Standard Shuffle Test Method at 70 o

Lightfastness
AATCC Test Method 16E

Atmospheric Contaminants
AATCC Test Method 129


